Lesson 17: Romans 10:14-21 May, 2024
Day 1

# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

Q1. Over this next week, would you try to memorize Romans 10:9 (V) from the previous lesson?

Romans 10:9 [Niv-1984]
% That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.

Day 2
# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

14a How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 1** And how
can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? ¢ And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them?

Q2. Who is “they”? (What people-group?)

Q3. Since Jesus ministered, primarily, to His Jewish brothers and sisters, how can verse 14° be
true? Didn’t all Jews hear His message of salvation during His ministry?

Yes?
2
No? } Why?

& Verse 14°: “[T]he apostle speaks here chiefly, if not only, of believing in Christ, and therefore his words are . . .
consistent with what he advances [in] Romans 1:19-20 concerning the existence and perfections of God being made
known to all mankind by the works of creation.

“Some way or other the divine revelation concerning Christ must be made known to us, before we can understand
and believe it. In hearing is included reading, which is tantamount to hearing, and by which many are brought to
believe, John 20:31 (These things are written that you may believe). But hearing only is mentioned as the more
ordinary and natural way of receiving information.” [©about 1800, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments by Joseph Benson.
Text Courtesy of BibleSupport.com. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/romans/10-14.htm]

We must remember that reading was an aristocratic endeavor because the scrolls of the time were expensive to
manually duplicate and were, therefore, rare. Additionally, formal education was exclusive to the higher classes of
society (i.e., the wealthy).
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Matthew 28:18 [NIV-1984] [The Great Commission]

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2 and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely
| am with you always, to the very end of the age."”

15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? Asitis written, "How beau-
tiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" saians27

Q4. Are all Believers “sent”?

Yes?
?
No? } Why?

Q5. [Personal] Are you sent? How “beautiful” are your feet?

Ephesians 6:13 [Niv-1984]

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 4 Stand firm then, with the belt of
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 1°and with your feet fit-
ted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.

Matthew 10:14 [N1v-1984]
[Jesus taught His disciples,] “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust

off your feet when you leave that home or town.”
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Day 3
# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord,
who has believed our message?" pisaians31)

Q6. When we speak to someone about Jesus, we want our words to have an impact upon that per-
son . .. and we fear the potential of ridicule and rejection. Was Paul always successful when
he witnessed to others?

Yes?
?
No? } Why?

#” We can infer from the 2" Corinthians 11 (V) passage that Paul’s audiences did not always embrace his message. As
Jesus foretold about Paul/Saul as recorded in Acts 9:16 (For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name), Paul truly suffered at times for delivering the Gospel message of salvation. So many missionaries would
have given up; but not Paul. He was an on-fire ambassador/herald for the Lord Christ Jesus! Paul persevered and
willingly died for his belief in the saving grace of Christ Jesus, our LORD, our Savior, our Redeemer, The Son of
God, The Messiah!

2 Corinthians 11:21°-28 [Niv-1984]

21b \What anyone else dares to boast about — | am speaking as a fool — I also dare to boast about.
22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's descendants? So am
I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) 1 am more. | have worked
much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death
again and again. 2*Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 2° Three times | was
beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open
sea, 26| have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in
danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the coun-
try, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 271 have labored and toiled and have often gone
without sleep; | have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been cold and
naked. 2 Besides everything else, | face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word of Christ.

Q7. What is the “message”™?
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Q8. What is the “word of Christ”?

Luke 12:11-12 [International Children’s Bible (ICB)]

11 “When men bring you into the synagogues before the leaders and other important men, don’t
worry about how to defend yourself or what to say. 2 At that time the Holy Spirit will teach you what
you must say.”

Q9. If we are God’s hands, feet, and voice to the unbeliever, what single trait or attitude does God
want us to demonstrate?

C 0 (€] E

1 John 3:16-18 [Niv-1984]

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? & Dear children, let us not love with words or
tongue but with actions and in truth.

Q10. When we proclaim the Gospel of Christ Jesus to unbelievers, does God’s Word tell us that we
must be eloguent, because a person’s salvation depends exclusively upon the words we share?
Or are we to be faithful, courageous, and trusting in the LORD as we share and converse?
Eloquent? Yes? No? Why?

Faithful, etc? Yes? No? Why?

James 2:17 [NIv-1984]
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

James 2:26 [Niv-1984]
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Continued next page Page 4 of 9



Lesson 17: Romans 10:14-21

Day 4
# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their voice has gone out
into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world." psaim19:41

Q11. Again, to whom is Paul referring? (Hint: what people-group was entrusted with the Word of
God in the Old Testament?)

Q12. Within the context of these verses of Romans 10, what did Paul mean through the words of
Psalm 19:4: “voice has gone out into all the earth” and “words to the ends of the world”?

Romans 1:19-20 [Niv-1984]

19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.
20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature —
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

Matthew 28:18-20 [Niv-1984]

[The Great Commission]

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
¥ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2 and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely,
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

Q13. What do you think God wanted Israel to do through the Law, the sacrifices, the temple, the
religious observances/holidays, the Covenant, the Ark of the Covenant, and the Pentateuch?
[1 Samuel 8:7 (\) provides a hint.]

1 Samuel 8:7 [interational Children’s Bible (ICB)]
The Lord told Samuel, “Listen to whatever the people say to you. They have not rejected you. They
have rejected me from being their king.
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Day 5

# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

1 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, "I will make you

envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that

haS no understanding.” [Deuteronomy 32:21]

Q14. Moses spoke with God and in this verse is repeating God’s Word. To whom is Moses refer-
ring, “those who are not a nation”?

# those who are not a nation . . . a [foolish] nation that has no understanding: “Terms used by the Jews of their

Gentile neighbours. They were ‘no people’, because they did not stand in the same recognised relation to God. They
were ‘a foolish nation’, because they had not received the same special revelation, but, on the contrary, worshipped

[idols, posts/poles,] and stones.” [©about 1880, Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers, edited by Charles J. Ellicott. https:/bi-
blehub.com/commentaries/romans/10-19.htm]

Q15. In the last phrase, Moses writes, “a nation that has no understanding”. To what “understand-
ing” is Moses referring?

Q16. Based upon your knowledge of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament),
what “Did Israel [truly] not understand”?

# Did Israel not understand?: “Is it not recorded in their books, etc. that they had full opportunity to be acquainted

Continued next page

with this truth? This question is an emphatic way of affirming that they did know. But Paul does not here state what
it was that they knew. That is to be gathered from what he proceeds to say. From that it appears that he referred to
the fact that the gospel was to be preached to the Gentiles, and that the Jews were to be cast off. This doctrine
followed from what he had already maintained in Romans 10:12-13, that there was no difference in regard to the
terms of salvation, and that the Jew had no particular privileges. If so, then the barrier was broken down; and if the
Jews did not believe in Jesus Christ, they must be rejected. Against this was the objection in Romans 10:14-15, that
they could not believe; that they had not heard; and that a preacher had not been sent to them. If, now, the apostle
could show that it was an ancient doctrine of the Jewish prophets that the Gentiles should believe, and that the Jews
would not believe, the whole force of the objection would vanish. Accordingly, he proceeds to show that this doctrine
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was distinctly taught in the Old Testament.” [©1834, Notes on the Bible by Albert Barnes. https:/biblehub.com/commentaries/ro-
mans/10-19.htm

Q17. Why might Israel be envious or angry?

20 And Isaiah boldly says, "I was found by those who did not seek me; I re-

vealed myself to those who did not ask for me." psaian sy

Q18. To whom was Paul referring, when he quoted the Prophet Isaiah, “those who did not seek
me”? “Those who did not ask for me”?

e

e
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Commentator Heinrich Meyer provides this insight:

“According to its historical sense, the passage refers to the Jews who had become apostate from God through
immorality and idolatry, on whose behalf the prophet has just begged for grace, to which entreaty Jehovah begins
His answer by reminding them how He had given Himself to be found, and revealed Himself with prevenient unde-
served kindness to the faithless people. But in the apostate Israel, which was in fact sunk into an idolatrous condition
(see esp. Isaiah 64:6; Isaiah 65:3 ff.), and in the relation to it which Jehovah here affirms of Himself, Paul sees a
typical representation of the Gentile world, which (as &8got é&v 1® kdéou®, Ephesians 2:12) did not concern itself
about God, but to which God has given Himself to be found, and (epexegetic parallel) to be recognised in His self-
revelation (through the gospel). The Gentiles have accepted this prevenient divine compassion, but Israel in its

obstinate apostasy has resisted it . . .” [© about 1880, Heinrich August Wilhelm Meyer's NT Commentary, commentary text courtesy
of BibleSupport.com. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/romans/10-20.htm]

Another commentator Albert Barnes teaches:

Isaiah boldly says: “Expresses the doctrine openly, boldly, without any reserve. The word dmotoApdm
apotolmad means to dare, to be venturesome, to be bold. It means here that however unpopular the doctrine might
be, or however dangerous it was to avow that the Jews were extremely wicked, and that God for their wickedness
would cast them off, yet that Isaiah had long since done it.

“This was the point which Paul was establishing; and against this, the objection was urged, and all the Jewish
prejudices excited. This is the reason why he so much insists on it, and is so anxious to defend every part by the
writings of acknowledged authority among the Jews - the Old Testament. The quotation is made from the Septuagint
[a Greek version of the Hebrew (Old Testament) Scriptures], with only a slight change in the order of the phrases.
The meaning is, that God was found, or the true knowledge of him was obtained, by those who had not sought after
him; that is, by the Gentiles, who had worshipped idols, and who had not sought for the true God.

“This does not mean that we are to expect to find God if we do not seek for him; or that in fact any become
Christians who do not seek for it, and make an effort. The contrary is abundantly taught in the Scriptures; Hebrews
11:6; 1 Chronicles 28:8-9; Matthew 6:33; Matthew 7:7; Luke 11:9. But it means that the Gentiles, whose character-
istic was not that they sought God, would have the gospel sent to them, and would embrace it. The phrase, ‘"l was
found,” in the past tense here, is in the present in the Hebrew, intimating that the time would come when God would
say this of himself; that is, that the time would come when the Gentiles would be brought to the knowledge of the
true God. This doctrine was one which Isaiah had constantly in his eye, and which he did not fear to bring openly
before the Jews.” [©1834, Notes on the Bible by Albert Barnes. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/romans/10-20.htm]
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Day 6
# Please pray for holy guidance and insight before you begin today’s study.

21 But concerning Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a
disobedient and obstinate people." saianss2)

Q19. What does the phrase “I have held out my hands” imply?

Q20. Do we know why God chose to have a special relationship with Israel?

Exodus 6:2:7 [NIv-1984]

2God also said to Moses, "I am the Lord. 21 appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Al-
mighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them. #1 also established my cove-
nant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. °Moreover, | have heard the
groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and | have remembered my covenant.

6" Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'l am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the
Egyptians. | will free you from being slaves to them, and | will redeem you with an outstretched arm
and with mighty acts of judgment. 71 will take you as my own people, and | will be your God. Then
you will know that | am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.

Q21. Throughout history do you think that Israel was more (or less) “disobedient and obstinate”
than other nations?

Q22. Are Believers in Jesus Christ to be known by their obedience? And their good works? Their
kindness? Their mercy? Their compassion?

Yes?
?
No? } Why?
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Q23. [Personal] Something to think about: Are you “disobedient and obstinate” like the Jews? If
yes, how can you and | become better Christians?
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